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closely related to the excellent Canon who lectured to you last
Sunday afternoon than we do to some outward and congenital
types of Nonconformity.

Your wish to hear some account of different" Centres of Spiritual
Activity " has interested me much, although I cannot pretend to
offer Independency to you as a short and easy road to the land
of Beulah. I was born on this roadside, and one of the best
things I have to say of it is, that the Independents persecute you
and punish you less than any other set of religious people known
to me for your individual beliefs on serious questions. As much
as most men living I have gone against some of the theological
principles which they hold in common with other religious bodies,,
and against some others special to themselves and their traditions ;
and yet they made me their Chairman by a pretty unanimous
vote two years ago. And I felt much more confident of having-
been chosen to that post as a sign of catholic brotherhood, than
as a sign of advancing sympathy with my particular opinions.
The original Independents of the Tudor and Stuart reigns were,,
I suspect, what we should now think a rather narrow and obstinate
set of men, full of conscience, and very godly, but rather fierce
and bitter in their goodness, and ready to behave to Queen
Elizabeth in such a manner as to make us wonder less at her
desire to hang them; and under the Stuarts ready to become
fighting Cromwellmn Ironsides, if you did not at once fall in with
their decisions in theology and ecclesiastical affairs. But the
modern Independents have laid aside the sword for the pen, and,
I think, have learned the noble lesson of tempering their love of
freedom and of local church government by the ruling influence
of the Divine Spirit, and by a readiness to submit to that influ-
ence in religion, however made known, by learning, judgment, and
criticism.

Without pretending to set them up as exceptionally wise men,,
I venture to think that their history has taught them some
lessons of exceeding value in assisting the development of minds
moving in the midst of our modern chaos of conflicting beliefs and
no beliefs. My duty, however, is not so much to praise or defend
the Independents as to describe them, and classify them amidst
other varieties of militant Christians, I believe most of their
leading men would agree with me in saying that their attachment
to Independency is built rather on its being less of an ecclesias-
tical system than any other known, in England, except that of
the Open Communion Baptists, who are Independents with one
ritualistic difference. The main attraction is a readiness for local
union with all sincere and obedient Christians as soon as ever
the said local Christians of different colours are wishful to unite